
The 32nd Annual Quilt Encounter has wrapped up and 

from many reports “the best ever!!” – fabulous response 

from our attendees this year and probably a direct 

reflection of the great line-up of tutors we were able to 

present. 

This year we had five tutors teaching at Quilt Encounter 

for the first time, presenting some different and new 

workshop options for our participants. 

Sue Spargo joined us from Ohio USA with her famous 

embroidery and felted wool work. From New South 

Wales we had Kathy Doughty and Lynne Wilson – both 

“first- timers” with some unique choices in traditional and 

modern styles.  Christine Lethlean (first time also) from 

Victoria taught some great Textile Art classes. Jan Hales 

from Victor Harbor, experiencing this event for the first 

time, presented a functional strip pieced bag. 

Jemima Flendt from Western Australia and Jen Kingwell 

from Victoria, both having taught previously, provided 

some great workshop choices too. Our 2 local and well 

known South Aussie tutors Rachelle Denneny and Jacky 

Eyre taught interesting class options as always. Lots of 

positive feedback has been received and a few of these 

ladies will be joining us again in 2025. 

It was a very “full house” at the Stamford Grand this year 

with 167 participants, plus nine tutors and nine 

committee ladies – the conference area rooms, and the 

Grand Promenade dining area were certainly at capacity. 

We have made some changes to our food options with 

the help of the hotel staff, and this was an improvement 

on previous years – our attendees are providing positive 

feedback on this. 

Sunday night Opening Night was again a highlight, with 

Glyn Singleton (Managing Director of Bernina Australia) 

Officially Opening QE 2024. Introduction of our tutors 

with all their inspiring workshop samples, plus the Show 

and Tell from previous years’ classes is always great to 

see “in the flesh”. 

There are so many wonderful sponsors providing so much 

– from the Goody Bag items to prizes for our Major Prize 

Draw.  

Many of our participants like to share their own 

creativity by making various things to be included in our 

Goody Bags – so 180 “things” are made and donated! 

Always a lovely surprise and everyone appreciates their 

time and generosity with these “crafty items”.  

Bernina Australia have supported this event for the 

entire 32 years and Christina from Melanns continues 

her valued sponsorship with the provision of Bernina 

Hire machines for our interstate ladies – this year 50% 

of our attendees (including 1 from New Zealand) were 

not from South Australia.  

Our two shops are also major sponsors with their 

fabulous, tempting displays and providing the “back up” 

supplies that we all seem to need! Our sincere thanks 

to Naomi from Nay’s Place in Waikerie and Helen from 

The Quilting Room in Modbury Heights. 

Dinner Night was again a huge success, from fabulous 

food to the entertainment, with Zebras in various 

formats making their appearance. This is also the 

evening that we conduct the Major Prize Draw – always 

some delighted recipients of the many, wonderful 

donations that are received. All the sponsors for Quilt 

Encounter are acknowledged and thanked for their 

generosity at our dinner. 

Each year the Quilt Encounter Committee team make a 

raffle quilt (in applicable colours to our theme) and we 

choose a country Charity group for the proceeds of our 

fundraising. This year the money we have raised will be 

going to the Royal Flying Doctors Community Support 

program for SA/NT.  

The Stamford Grand Hotel also support us with this 

fundraising too by providing a High Tea for Six, raffled 

during the week of QE. A beautiful “Hexies quilt” 

created by many of our ladies from little packs donated 

by Kornacraft from last year’s Goody Bags and 

beautifully put together by Sonia Holton was also 

raffled. Several other contributions are directed to our 

chosen charity group each year and a final figure for the 

RFDS Community Support program will be announced 

once our figures are finalised. 



Our finale evening event on the Friday Night was a “Chat 

on the Couch” with Jen Kingwell and Sue Spargo - and 

what a fun and entertaining night it was! Sonia Holton 

and Joyce Chapman from our Committee were the guest 

interviewers with plenty of interesting questions for our 

international quilting icons. This was followed by a 

delicious supper and plenty of chit chat amongst us all.  

The wonderful staff at the Stamford Grand Hotel are 

always incredibly supportive of our event. Kirsten and 

Kimberley from the Events Management team provide 

the guidance  in the months leading up to QE, through 

the planning and prepping stages. Then each and every 

one of the staff at Glenelg – from the kitchen and 

catering, hotel check-in, Concierge, events team and the 

capable crew on the Conference floor, moving furniture, 

setting tables etc etc are reliably on hand to assist us at 

every step. We are all so appreciative of the work they do 

at the Stamford Grand Hotel in Glenelg. 

Finally, huge thanks to the Quilt Encounter Team for all 

the volunteer hours that they have contributed to the 

success of this year’s event. Thanks also to SA Quilters 

Leadership Team for their ongoing support to make sure 

this event continues to grow and maintain the fabulous 

reputation that it holds within the Australian Quilting 

Community. 


